Collecting Asbestos Bulk Samples

Per the United States Environmental Protection Agency Procedures for Sampling of
Asbestos in the Laboratory Services and Applied Science Division, 2013 and the Alberta
Asbestos Abatement Manual, 2019

When collecting bulk samples, itis important to avoid contamination and disruption of the
material being sampled. Below, we have provided a guideline on how to safely collect
asbestos samples for bulk testing.

o Wear appropriate personal protective equipment prior to collecting your sample.
e Ensurethatthe areais not occupied when collecting the sample.

e Use a NIOSH approved respirator when collecting multiple samples.

e Clean the sampling tool with water after every sample is collected.

e Avoidtouching the material being sampled with your hands.

e Spray the material with a light mist of water. This prevents any suspected asbestos
fibres from flying off the area.

o Take arepresentative sample from within the material by penetrating the entire
depth of the suspected asbestos material. The same material may have been
applied in more than one layer or covered with paint or another protective coating.

o Arepresentative sample generally adheres to the following measurement
guidelines:

¢ Vermiculite: Collect 3 1-liter bags full of vermiculite. This is to prevent
a false negative result with the laboratory.3

¢ For more information vermiculite sample collection, please refer to
the US Environmental Protection Agency page.

¢ Other building materials (e.g. floor tile, ceiling tile, drywall joint
compound, siding, etc.): Sample collected must be about 1.75”x1”
(about the size of half a credit card).

¢ Placethe samples in sealable, impervious containers and label them. Include the
following information:

o Type of sample (e.g. floor tile)

¢ Location where sample was taken (e.g. master’s bedroom)


https://www.epa.gov/asbestos/protect-your-family-asbestos-contaminated-vermiculite-insulation

Enclose or encapsulate the space left after sampling to reduce the chance of

airborne exposure.
Do not disturb the sampled material during the sampling process.
Additional Resources

e Health Canada (2017) — Asbestos in the Home Infographic

e US Environmental Protection Agency (2022) — Learn About Asbestos



https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/hc-sc/documents/services/publications/healthy-living/asbestos-home-infographic-2018/Asbestos-Infographic-eng.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/asbestos/learn-about-asbestos#find

